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Citizenship 
 

Grades 9-12 

Segment Summary: 
 
In addition to feeding the homeless and volunteering with the Boys and Girls Club, Itoro Ufot spends much of his 
time going door-to-door educating people in his community about voter registration.  These acts of citizenship 
have helped Itoro to realize the importance of giving back to his community. 
 
Itoro Ufot’s mother was concerned about the direction in which her son’s life was headed.  His school grades were 
slipping, and he started getting into more trouble because he had a difficult time finding an outlet for his anger.  To help 
him get back on track, his mother intervened by forbidding him to play football until he got his life in order.  She wanted 
her son to learn how to be a responsible and productive citizen.  That’s when Itoro met his mentor, Jason Mercer, at a 
local Boys and Girls Clubs of America chapter.  Itoro credits Jason with helping him take the necessary steps, which 
included improving his grades and demonstrating responsibility through volunteerism, in order to regain his mother’s trust.  
Itoro began working alongside his mentor to help feed the homeless.  Although he was being productive, Itoro was only 
volunteering so he could play football again.  He was so focused on his own goals that he didn’t even give much thought 
to the people he was trying to help.  But he soon began to realize he enjoyed lending support to others.  In fact, he says 
he can’t help but love what he’s doing because he sees how people’s lives change for the better.  Now Itoro volunteers at 
a camp and goes door to door registering voters in his neighborhood.  When he graduates from college, he wants to work 
full time for the Boys and Girls Clubs of America.  Itoro now recognizes that a lot of people made sacrifices for him, and he 
wants to be a responsible citizen and give something back to his community.  
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What type of citizenship does Itoro demonstrate at school, at home, in his community, etc.? 
2. Of they ways in which Itoro helps his community, which do you feel most demonstrates citizenship?  Why?   
3. Jason acted as a mentor to Itoro.  Do you feel this influenced Itoro’s decision to become a mentor as well? 
4. Why do you think Jason was able to convince Itoro that he needed to work on his grades and start volunteering? 
5. What is Itoro’s motivation to help his community? 
6. One of the ways Itoro is helping is by working on voter registration.  Why do you think Itoro feels it is important to 

vote? 
7. Itoro started volunteering after his mother forbade him to play football.  If she had not done this, do you think Itoro 

would have made decision to volunteer anyway?  Why or why not? 
8. What are some other ways in which parents can teach their children citizenship at home and in their 

neighborhood? 
9. What are some ways in which we are expected show our commitment to being a productive American citizen? 

10. How do you demonstrate good citizenship at school, at home and in your community? 
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Vocabulary Words and Definitions: 
 
Citizen (n.)   
Definition:  someone who lives in a particular town, country or state  
Context:  Melinda is acting as a good citizen when she volunteers to help children in her community learn 
to read. 
  
Citizenship (n.)   
Definition:  the quality of an individual's response to membership in a community  
Context:  Some people believe scouting groups help teach children positive ways to demonstrate 
citizenship.  
 
Civic duty (n.)   
Definition:  a sense or responsibility a person feels toward his or her own town or city 
Context:  As a citizen, it is your civic duty to cast a vote in the school board election.  
 
Habitat for Humanity (n.)  
Definition:  an organization that helps poor people build and own their own homes 
Context:  By volunteering for Habitat for Humanity, Ben has learned a great deal about carpentry. 
 
Mentor (n.) 
Definition:  an experienced person who advises, encourages and helps a less experienced person  
Context:  Because of Fernando’s experience with the Boys and Girls Clubs, he makes a wonderful 
mentor to younger volunteers.   
 
Penalty (n.)   
Definition:  a punishment for not obeying a law, rule or legal agreement  
Context:  Some people consider the Untied States’ penalties concerning espionage to be too severe, 
while others believe they are too lenient.   
 
Prerogative (n.)  
Definition:  a right that someone has  
Context:  If I want to move to Texas, it’s my prerogative.    
 
Privilege (n.)   
Definition:  a special advantage or right that is given only to one person or group  
Context:  Many people forget driving is a privilege that can be taken away if they don’t obey traffic laws. 
 
Responsibility (n.) 
Definition:  a duty to help or serve a person or group  
Context:  One responsibility of citizenship is to speak up when something needs to be changed. 
  
Voter registration (n.)   
Definition:  the act of formally enrolling a person to cast a ballot during an election  
Context:  The city plans to set up booths for voter registration exactly four months before the election.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Source:  Longman Advanced American Dictionary.  Harlow:  Pearson Education Limited.  2000. 
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Activity: Rights vs. Responsibilities 
 
Objectives: 

Students will be able to 
 Identify various rights that American citizens have 
 Summarize Supreme Court cases 
 Participate in a debate over rights vs. responsibilities  
 Compare and contrast differences between rights and responsibilities  
 

Materials: 

 Pencil, pen 
 Paper 
 Rights vs. Responsibilities handout 
 Rights vs. Responsibilities Evaluation Form 
 

Procedure: 
 

1. Before beginning this activity, make enough copies of the Rights vs. Responsibilities handout 
for each group.   
 
Note:  The handout is divided into four sections.  One section will be distributed per group.  
  

2. Begin a discussion about the First Amendment by asking the following questions: 
 

 What are some of the freedoms and privileges that the First Amendment guarantees?  
 How do these freedoms impact your life? 
 With the rights provided by the First Amendment, do you also have responsibilities?  
 

Note:  Point out to students that responsibilities exist that go along with rights.  
 

Example:  Given the right to assemble, you are also responsible for not disturbing 
others during their assemblage. 

 
3. Explain to students that as a class, they will debate the issue of rights vs. responsibilities given 

various situations. 
 

4. Divide the class into groups of seven.  Once students are in groups, distribute the Rights vs. 
Responsibilities handout, giving each group one section from the handout.  Allow time for 
students to read through the directions.  

 
5. Allow students time to prepare for their debate by completing the necessary research.  Students 

will not know what side of the debate they are arguing for until the debate begins, so they must 
research and prepare the following information for both sides: 

 
 At least one Supreme Court case that supports their argument – give case history and 

ruling 
 At least two valid reasons supporting their argument – reasons may be based on 

personal feelings or information from activist groups 
 
6. On the day of the debate, assign one of the seven roles to different members of each group: 
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 Rights Group (three members) – The role of the Rights Group is to convince the Judge 
that citizens’ rights and prerogatives are more important than any responsibilities that 
may go along with given rights. 

 Responsibilities Group (three members) – The role of the Responsibilities Group is to 
convince the judge that citizens have responsibilities to their community, nation and other 
citizens in addition to themselves. 

 Judge (one member) – The role of the Judge is to evaluate the arguments presented and 
decide which group presented the strongest argument using the Rights vs. 
Responsibilities Evaluation Form.  The Judge is also responsible for reporting his or 
her decision to the class.  

 
7. Have each group conduct its debate.  Each group member should have a chance to defend his or 

her side using the arguments from his or her research.   
 

8. Allow time for judges to evaluate and decide on verdicts, then have judges share their verdicts 
with the class. 
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Rights vs. Responsibilities 

 
Name:  _________________________ 
 
Directions:  Your group will debate the right of freedom of speech vs. responsibilities under this right.  Group members 
must prepare to debate both sides of the argument.  Job assignments will be handed out before the debate begins.  
Complete the following to prepare for your debate: 
 

 Research at least one Supreme Court case that supports both sides of the argument – give case history and 
ruling 

 Explain at least two valid reasons supporting both sides of the argument – reasons may be based on personal 
feelings or information from activist groups 
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Rights vs. Responsibilities Evaluation Form 

 
Name:  _________________________ 
 
Directions:  As a judge, your role is to evaluate the arguments presented by each group member and then decide which 
group presented the strongest argument.  You will also be responsible for reporting your decision to the class.  While 
listening to each argument and court case, you should rate them on a scale of 1-5 (5 being the strongest).  Use the chart 
below and the back of the paper if necessary to complete your evaluation. 

 
Member Court Case Argument Rating 

1. 

 

   

2.  

 

   

3.  

 

   

4.  

 

   

5.  

 

   

6.  
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