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Cooperation 

 
Grades 9-12 

 
 

Segment Summary: 
 

When Marisol Rivera’s actions demonstrate what she and her classmates have learned about the value of cooperation 
as a way of building trust, she and others help to establish a more peaceful situation at her high school.   

 
At Artesia High School, just south of L.A., fighting occurred frequently and racial tensions were high.  Violent problems 
from the community often spilled over into the school, and arrests and expulsions were commonplace.  Then the school 
brought in special counselors to help address the problems.  They created a program to get kids of different races to talk 
with one another and do things together.  Marisol Rivera decided to “cross the line” when she asked a non-Hispanic girl 
she met in the process to have lunch with her in the Mexican part of the school courtyard.  After some initial resistance, 
Marisol was able to break through the barriers of distrust and use cooperation as a tool to combat racial problems.  
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What could cause a race riot? 
2. How do problems in the community “spill over” into school? 
3. When there is a race riot or a race based fight, how are schools affected in the aftermath? 
4. In Artesia High School, students were both afraid and angry. Why? 
5. How does talking to others of a different race about what they all want for their school help solve a problem?  
6. How can doing things together help the situation? 
7. Why did Marisol choose to “cross the line” (during lunch) at school? 
8. Why might her behavior take courage? 
9. What was the initial reaction to a white girl eating in the “all Hispanic” lunch section? 
10. Do you think Marisol’s behavior and the classroom discussions led to the school being a safer place? 
11. What else might students and staff at this school do to provide a more cooperative climate? Would that ensure a 

growing sense of trust at this school? 
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Vocabulary Words and Definitions: 
                           
Altercation (n.)  
Definition:  a short but noisy argument or fight, usually with an unknown person     
Context:  Due to the school’s zero-tolerance policy on fighting, the altercation between Cami and Michaela resulted in a 
two-day suspension. 
 
Amiable (adj.)  
Definition:  friendly and easy to like   
Context:  Davis spoke in an amiable, conversational tone in an attempt to diffuse the verbal argument.      
 
Arbitration (n.)  
Definition:  the process of judging officially how an argument between two opposing sides should be settled   
Context:  When Stefan and Kay couldn’t resolve the dispute on their own, they sought arbitration.     
 
Conjoin (v.)  
Definition:  to connect two separate entities, often for a common purpose   
Context:  In times of crisis, relief agencies around the globe often conjoin their funds in an effort to help those in dire 
need.        
 
Cooperation (n.)  
Definition:  the act of working with someone else to achieve a goal   
Context:  The success of the community food bank depends on the cooperation of parents, students, teachers and 
community groups.   
 
Inclusive (adj.)  
Definition:  including all of the possible information, parts, numbers, etc.   
Context:  Cooperation among all races and cultures would create an inclusive, global society.     
 
Innovative (adj.)  
Definition:  relating to plan, method, etc., that is new, different and better than those previously in existence     
Context:  His innovative design for a solar-powered generator won the Nobel Price for physics.  
 
Neutralize (v.)  
Definition:  to prevent something from having any effect   
Context:  The teacher tried to neutralize the hostile situation that erupted during a class debate about the school’s dress 
code.   
 
Polarization (n.)  
Definition:  the process of dividing something into clearly separate groups with opposite beliefs, ideas or opinions   
Context:  Students’ differing views about the location of this year’s prom resulted in social polarization. 
 
Volition (n.)  
Definition:  the power to choose or decide something     
Context:  Fearing another round of layoffs, Hadiya left the company on her own volition.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  Longman Advanced American Dictionary.  Harlow:  Pearson Education Limited.  2000 
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Activity: Innovative Expression  
 
Objectives: 

Students will be able to 
 Internalize the meanings of vocabulary words 
 Create pieces of art that express personal meanings for vocabulary words 
 Demonstrate listening and speaking skills during artwork presentations  

 
Materials: 

 Pens, pencils 
 Paper 
 Art supplies 
 Cooperation Vocabulary Words and Definitions handout 

 
Procedure: 

1. Assign students to review the Cooperation Vocabulary Words and Definitions handout. 
  
2. Have students select at least five of the vocabulary words.  

 
3. Allow students to practice self-expression by creating an original composition (song, dance, poetry, dramatic 

performance, photograph, drawing, etc.) that incorporates the five words selected in Step 1.   
 

Examples: 
 Students could perform a skit in which they personify their five vocabulary words. 
 Students could make a photo essay in which each photo captures the meaning of a different vocabulary 

word.   
 

Encourage students to be creative, and remind them that each art form should address the meanings of at least 
five of the vocabulary words.   
 

4. Allow students time to complete their projects.   
 

Note:  One week should be an adequate time frame. 
 

5. On the assigned due date, have students present their artwork to the class.   
 


