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Freedom  
 

Grades 9-12 
 

 

Segment Summary: 
 
VOX, an alternative newspaper, allows teens to freely express their concerns about real-life issues. 
 

VOX stands apart from other newspapers written and produced by high school students.  Traditional student publications 
that cater to issues concerning students, parents and administrators are subject to being censored by school personnel.  
In contrast, VOX is completely independent and is distributed in schools, coffee shops and even via the Internet.  Adult 
advisers oversee its production, but the students make the final call about which stories need to be told.  From cliques to 
runaways to dating violence, VOX’s young journalists don’t shy away from controversial topics.  While critics say VOX is 
too free and too edgy, its proponents believe that the paper helps teens by giving them honest information about the real 
and tough issues in their world. 
 

Discussion Questions:   
 

1. What do you think motivates the students who write for VOX? 
2. Why do you think the student journalists choose to write for VOX rather than writing for their school newspapers? 
3. If you were a school principal, how would you decide which stories would be appropriate to publish in the school 

newspaper? 
4. What are the 10 most important issues facing the student body at your school?  Does your school newspaper 

address these issues?  Why or why not? 
5. Does a newspaper or any other publication like VOX exist in your community?  If so, do you read it?  Why or why 

not?  What do you think about the articles written in that publication? 
6. Do your rights to free speech and free press apply when you are at school?  Why or why not? 
7. What are the functions of the press in our society?  What is your opinion of these functions? 
8. Does having freedom of the press mean that people can publish anything they want to publish, even if it offends 

others?  Explain. 
9. What is the responsibility of the press to its readers?  How do you think a newspaper should relate to its 

community? 
10. What are the general functions of rules, restrictions and laws?  Why do they exist?  Are they generally effective? 
11. Name some of the restrictions your parents place on your freedom.  What do you think are the reasons for these 

restrictions?  Do you agree with these reasons?  Why or why not?  
12. Does a rebellious attitude at home lead to a rebellious attitude toward society?  Explain.  
13. What are the positive and negative outcomes of rebelling against the status quo?  
14. What is the relationship between freedom and trust?  Give examples to support your answer. 
15. Do your parents support your choice of personal style?  How do you know?  What would you like your parents to 

do in order to demonstrate their support of your individuality? 
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Vocabulary Words and Definitions: 
 
Atrocity (n.)  
Definition:  an extremely cruel or violent action, especially during a war or other armed conflict 
Context:  Many children who live in war-torn Kosovo witness atrocities, such as the burning of entire 
villages.   
 
Autonomy (n.)  
Definition:  a person’s ability to make his or her own decisions without being influenced by anyone else 
Context:  Emile believes that if he is respectful and responsible, his parents will give him more autonomy 
concerning how he spends his free time. 
 
Civilian (n.)  
Definition:  anyone who is not a member of the military forces or the police 
Context:  Military personnel are responsible for protecting civilians and maintaining their freedom.  
 
Freedom (n.)  
Definition:  the right to do what a person wants to do without being controlled or restricted by the 
government, police, etc. 
Context:  Corey dreams of the personal freedom he will enjoy while he is away at college next year. 
 
Individuality (n.)  
Definition:  a set of qualities that makes a person unique, different from others, unusual, etc. 
Context:  Quinn expresses her individuality by designing one-of-a-kind handbags. 
 
Maim (v.)  
Definition:  to wound or injure a person seriously and often permanently 
Context:  Falling debris maimed several children as they tried to escape the collapsing building. 
 
Media outlet (n.)  
Definition:  a company or organization that produces, sells and/or distributes newsworthy information 
and products 
Context:  Young reporters often land their first jobs in small media outlets where they cover local news 
stories. 
 
Rationale (n.)  
Definition:  the reasoning on which a decision, plan, belief, etc., is based 
Context:  The school board’s rationale for adopting a zero-tolerance bullying policy is to provide a 
peaceful environment in which students can learn. 
 
Sector (n.)  
Definition:  a part of an area of activity, particularly an area that is controlled by the government or 
private business 
Context:  School newspapers are subject to editorial content changes and do not enjoy the same 
freedoms held by newspapers in the private sector.  
  
Valid (adj.)  
Definition:  being based on what is true and sensible  
Context:  After witnessing Rachel’s reckless driving, Mr. and Mrs. Patel raised valid concerns about 
allowing her to drive their daughter to school.   
 
 
 
 

Source:  Longman Advanced American Dictionary.  Harlow:  Pearson Education Limited.  2000. 
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Activity: Editorial Judgments 
 
Objectives:    

Students will be able to  
 Discuss censorship and freedom of the press  
 Contribute to the group decision-making process 
 Judge the newsworthiness of various topics  
 Explain and defend their decisions to the class 

 
Materials:     

 Pens, pencils 
 Paper 
 Assignment Meeting worksheet 
 

Procedure:     
 

1. Begin a class discussion about freedom of the press by using the following questions as a guide: 
 

 Does the First Amendment’s promise to protect the freedom of the press provide media outlets with 
blanket approval to publish whatever they want to publish?  Why or why not? 

 How do media outlets make decisions about which stories they will cover? 
 Do media outlets have an obligation to cover (or not to cover) certain stories?  Explain. 

 
2. Separate the class into groups of four.  Explain that each group will act as the editorial staff of a media outlet from 

the following list: 
 

 
 

 
3. Distribute the Assignment Meeting worksheet to each group.  Explain that each editorial staff will meet to decide 

which stories to include in their publications.  Group members will also discuss the rationale for choosing each 
story. 

 
4. Allow time for each group to present its decisions to the class.   

 
5. Close the activity by discussing the following points: 

 
 What differences did you notice in the types of stories covered by various media outlets?  How do you 

account for these differences? 
 Do mainstream media outlets cover different types of stories today than they did 25 or 50 years ago?  

Explain.   
 Was it difficult to decide which stories to include and which to omit?  How did you handle the conflict 

within your group? 
 Should high school newspapers enjoy the same First Amendment protection that newspapers in the 

private sector receive?  Why or why not? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 School newspaper  Underground newspaper  National news magazine 

 Local newspaper  Entertainment magazine  Independent teen website 
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Assignment Meeting 
 

Name: _________________________ 
 
Directions:  Meet with your editorial staff to decide which of the following topics you will cover in your publication.  Use 
the questions provided to guide your decisionmaking. Record your group’s final decisions and the reasons for those 
decisions on the lines provided. 
 

Gun violence Date rape Homosexuality 
Birth control City budget deficit Standardized testing 
Underage drinking Sexually transmitted diseases Interracial dating 
Religious activism College choices Illegal drugs 
Alternative education School board agenda Natural disasters 
Teacher salaries Teen pregnancy Nationwide job cuts 

 
 Will your readers find this topic interesting and unique? 
 How meaningful will this topic be to your readers? 
 Will a story on this topic affect a large number of your readers?  If so, how will it affect them?  
 Can this topic be covered objectively, leaving room for conflict and difference of opinion? 

 
 
Name and Type of Publication:  ________________________________________________ 
 
Story List: 
 

1.  __________________________ 
 
Rationale: _______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  __________________________ 
 
Rationale: _______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  __________________________ 
 
Rationale: _______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  __________________________ 
 
Rationale: _______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  __________________________ 
 
Rationale: _______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 


