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Integrity 
 

Grades 6-8 
 

Segment Summary: 
 

Many teens are too cynical about politics to make a personal commitment, but some have learned to make a 
difference in their communities by participating in voter registration drives and campaigning for candidates who 
have integrity.   
 
Some teens just don’t trust the political arena.  They think politicians are only concerned about money and power.  But 
others, like Itoro Ufot, still have faith in the political system.  He travels door to door, making sure residents in his 
community are registered to vote.  Like Itoro, Will Galloway and his sister Anne-Marie decided to look beyond the political 
media hype to get personally involved.  After attending a political rally, Will became excited by the energy exuding from 
the politically conscious crowd.  The experience led Will to the conclusion that sitting around being cynical makes less 
sense than putting that same energy to work as a lobbyist for political change.  Soon both he and his sister began 
volunteering for a local political campaign.  Talking to the candidate and listening to his platform helped the siblings realize 
that there are honest people involved in politics.  Now they both believe it’s possible for teens to find a candidate they can 
believe in – one with integrity.   
  

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What character traits can you identify in Itoro, Will and Anne-Marie?  In what ways could each be considered a 
leader? 

2. When you think about politics and politicians, what words come to mind?  Why do you associate these words with 
politics and politicians? 

3. What is your opinion of politics and politicians?  Do you keep up with national or world politics?  Why or why not? 
4. Why do you think so many teens are “turned off” by politics? 
5. Will was energized after seeing the excitement of the adults at a political rally.  Are the adults in your life politically 

active?  Do they talk to you about politics? 
6. Do you share your parents’ political views?  Do you think you may share their political views in the future? 
7. Do you believe people can make a difference in their communities by voting for the candidates they want to see in 

office?  Why or why not? 
8. Why is it important for the people who represent you to have integrity? 
9. Does is make sense for teens to become politically active before they are old enough to vote?  Why or why not? 

10. What are the “issues” that matter most to you?  Would you be willing to become politically active in order to fight 
for these “issues”?  Why or why not? 
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 Vocabulary Words and Definitions: 
 
Boundary (n.)   
Definition:  the point at which one feeling, quality, etc., begins and another ends    
Context:  Angela crossed the boundary between right and wrong when she took her friends for a joyride in her mother’s 
new convertible.       
 
Candidate (n.)   
Definition:  someone who is being considered for a job or is competing to be elected     
Context:  In order to become a candidate for student council president, Quincy must have 200 classmates sign a petition. 
  
 
Cynical (adj.)   
Definition:  unwilling to believe that people have good, honest or sincere reasons for doing something    
Context:  Many people today refuse to vote because they are cynical and don’t believe any elected official will be honest 
while in office.  
 
Dishonorable (adj.)   
Definition:  not morally correct or acceptable     
Context:  Latasha’s plan to steal her best friend’s boyfriend is considered to be a dishonorable act.   
 
Divulge (v.)   
Definition:  to give someone information, especially about something that is secret     
Context:  Jairo was suspended from school because he wouldn’t divulge the location of the stolen trophy.   
  
Integrity (n.) 
Definition:  the quality of being honest and of always having high moral principles     
Context:  Jake demonstrated integrity when he refused to allow his younger sister to turn in one of his term papers as her 
own.        
 
Lapse (n.)   
Definition:  a period of time in which someone chooses the wrong thing to do or when something is allowed to become 
worse    
Context:  Eira suffered a lapse of judgment when she decided to throw a party while her parents were out of town.  
 
Mudslinging (n.)   
Definition:  the practice of saying bad and often untrue things about someone in order to make other people have a bad 
opinion of that person     
Context:  The campaign debate deteriorated into mudslinging when Rob accused his opponent of paying students for 
their votes.  
 
Performance enhancer (n.) 
Definition:  an herbal stimulant, a supplement or a drug used to increase an athlete’s physical ability, sometimes resulting 
in negative health side effects 
Context:  The NFL banned the stimulant ephedra as a performance enhancer because it has been linked to heart 
attacks, strokes and seizures in healthy young people who use it.         
 
Smear campaign (n.)   
Definition:  a deliberate plan to tell untrue stories about someone, especially a politician, in order to harm him or her     
Context:  Thelma’s smear campaign against Darby included a television ad featuring students who claimed that Darby 
stole money from the school store.    
 
 

Source:  Longman Advanced American Dictionary.  Harlow:  Pearson Education Limited.  2000. 
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Activity: Political Integrity  
 
Objectives: 

Students will be able to 
 Assess the various characteristics of integrity  
 Discuss the role of integrity in politics 
 Create campaign advertisements that reveal integrity and a lack of integrity 
 Develop a class evaluation form to help establish criteria for political advertisements 
 Evaluate peer advertisements to identify examples of integrity and a lack of integrity 

 
Materials: 

 Pens, pencils, markers, paint 
 Paper 
 Poster board 
 Chalkboard, overhead projector or interactive whiteboard 
 Video camera, tape recorder, webcam 
 Political Integrity handout 

 
Procedure: 

1. Begin this activity by writing the word “integrity” on the board.  Ask your students to list words or phrases they 
associate with integrity.  As students call out their answers, record the words or phrases on the board.   
 

2. Ask your students to think of times when a person’s integrity is vital to his or her career.   
 

Note:  If no one suggests being a politician or a public servant, you should. 
 
3. Begin a discussion about political integrity by asking your students the following questions: 
 

 Why is it important for a politician to have integrity? 
 What would happen if voters didn’t feel as if they could trust a candidate? 
 What are some of the ways that a politician informs voters about himself or herself? 
 What are some of the ways that a politician demonstrates his or her integrity?  

 
4. Explain to your students that they will work in small groups to create political advertisements based on scenarios 

that you will give to them.  Groups will then present their advertisements to the class for evaluation. 
 
5. Before dividing the class into groups, explain that students will need to create a class evaluation form for their 

political advertisements.  As a starting point for this evaluation, suggest that your students review the list of words 
that they associate with integrity.  

  
Note:  The evaluation form has two goals.  The first goal is to help students determine if their political 
advertisements demonstrate integrity.  The second goal is to provide guidelines for students when developing 
their advertisements.  For example, the evaluation may ask students to determine the clarity of their 
advertisements, how seriously the group members took their assignments or if the information presented was 
relevant.  The evaluation does not need to be complex.  It may be as simple as five or six criteria with a scale 
ranging from one to five.   

 
6. After your students have developed the class evaluation form, remind them that this will be the tool used for 

assessing their political advertisements.   
 
7. Divide your students into groups of four or five, and distribute one scenario from the Political Integrity handout to 

each group.  Some scenarios direct groups to create advertisements that demonstrate integrity, and other 
scenarios direct students to create advertisements that demonstrate a lack of integrity.   
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8. Allow time for groups to work on their advertisements.  This activity may take more than one class period.   
 

Note:   Groups may create either a television or radio advertisement.  If a group has access to a video or audio 
recorder and chooses to prerecord its advertisement, the group may present the recording to the class. Work with 
the students’ abilities and knowledge of current technology to create engaging advertisements.   

 
9. Allow time for groups to present their advertisements to the class.  After each group’s presentation, the other 

students will evaluate the advertisement using the class evaluation form. 
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Political Integrity Scenario #1 
 
Your candidate is running for the office of mayor.  Her opponent, the current mayor, has recently launched a smear 
campaign in which he alleges that the only reason your candidate performs volunteer work is to look good during the 
campaigning period.  His mudslinging has hurt your candidate’s approval rating with the voters.  You have a report which 
proves that the current mayor took money in exchange for special favors while he was in office.  Your candidate’s 
campaign manager advises you to “reveal” this information. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 

 
Political Integrity Scenario #2 

 
Your candidate is running for the office of mayor.  Her opponent, the current mayor, has recently launched a smear 
campaign in which he alleges that the only reason your candidate performs volunteer work is to look good during the 
campaigning period.  His mudslinging has hurt your candidate’s approval rating with the voters.  You have a report which 
proves that the current mayor took money in exchange for special favors while he was in office.  Your candidate’s 
campaign manager advises you not to “reveal” this information. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Political Integrity Scenario #3 

 
Your candidate is running for the office of city council member.  During the campaign, his opponent begins to run political 
advertisements in which she takes credit for things she didn’t do, specifically, working to reduce a much-hated sales tax.  
Write a campaign advertisement that will inform voters of this misrepresentation without getting into mudslinging. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 
 

Political Integrity Scenario #4 

 
Your candidate is running for the office of city council member.  During the campaign, his opponent begins to run political 
advertisements in which she takes credit for things she didn’t do, specifically, working to reduce a much-hated sales tax.  
Write a campaign advertisement that will inform voters of this misrepresentation regardless of how it makes the opponent 
look. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 
 

Political Integrity Scenario #5 

 
Your candidate is running for the office of county sheriff.  During the campaign, you learn that the current sheriff, your 
candidate’s opponent, is much more popular with voters and more experienced than your candidate.  Write an 
advertisement that will allow voters to get to know your candidate better. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 
 

Political Integrity Scenario #6 

 
Your candidate is running for the office of county sheriff.  During the campaign, you learn that the current sheriff, your 
candidate’s opponent, is much more popular with voters and more experienced than your candidate.  You also learn that 
the current sheriff has taken bribes on several occasions.  Write an advertisement that will reveal the sheriff’s true 
persona to the voters.  


