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Responsibility 
 

Grades 6-8 
 
 

 Segment Summary: 
 

Seeking a new way to satisfy his urge for an adrenaline rush, Chuck Whiteside got more than he 
bargained for when his parachute failed during a routine skydive.  But his ability to react quickly 
and responsibly kept him out of harm’s way.  
 
Thrill-seeker Chuck Whiteside spent years wondering what it would be like to skydive from an airplane.  
As soon as he turned 18, he took his first jump with an instructor.  Chuck was exhilarated by the 
weightlessness and the rush of wind he felt as his body raced toward the ground.  His instructor taught 
him the importance of carefully checking his equipment, following safety procedures and having a backup 
plan.  These lessons became extremely important during Chuck’s 11th skydive when he pulled the 
ripcord and his parachute didn’t open.  He had only 15 seconds before he crashed into the ground.  
Although Chuck panicked at first, he says his mind remembered the safety measures he had practiced so 
often.  Chuck opened his reserve chute and landed, uninjured, on the ground.  This brush with death 
hasn’t cured Chuck’s craving for adrenaline, but it has led to an increased confidence in his ability to react 
without hesitation in risky situations. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Would you ever attempt skydiving?  Why or why not? 
2. What are the negative risks of skydiving?  What are the positive risks?  Do the negative risks 

outweigh the positive risks or vice versa?  Explain. 
3. Chuck describes the weightless feeling he has when he’s in the air as “exhilarating.”  What types 

of activities provide exhilaration for you?  What makes these activities exciting?   
4. Many people describe skydiving as risky.  What does the word risky mean to you?  Do you 

participate in any activities that are risky?   
5. How did Chuck’s level of responsibility help him get out of a dangerous situation? 
6. Have you ever been in a life-threatening situation?  What happened, and how did you handle it?  

Did you act responsibly?  Explain. 
7. Do you think Chuck is a good decisionmaker?  Why or why not?  Think of a time when you had to 

make an important decision.  What impact did your level of responsibility have on your decision?  
Looking back, do you think you made the right decision?  Explain. 

8. Imagine that Chuck is your friend.  What advice would you give him? 
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Vocabulary Words and Definitions: 
 
Conscientious (adj.)   
Definition:  showing a great deal of care and attention     
Context:  After denting her father’s car, Carla vowed to be more conscientious the next time she drove it.   
 
Consequence (n.)   
Definition:  something that happens as a result of a particular action or situation   
Context:  The consequence for tardiness is a 30-minute detention.   
 
Eyewitness (n.)   
Definition:  someone who is present when something, such as a crime, occurs and who is able to 
describe the situation later       
Context:  Ned was the only eyewitness to the crime, so the police asked him to give a description of the 
bank robber.      
 
Invincible (adj.)   
Definition:  characterized by a strong feeling that one cannot be destroyed, injured or defeated       
Context:  Madeline’s invincible attitude led to risky behaviors, such as drug and alcohol use.    
 
Irresponsible (adj.)   
Definition:  acting in a careless manner without thinking or worrying about the possible negative results     
Context:  Alex’s irresponsible driving habits caused him to lose his driver’s license.   
 
Neglect (v.)   
Definition:  to not take care of someone or something very well; to not pay enough attention to someone 
or something     
Context:  Homer neglected his schoolwork and failed his science class because he spent too much time 
at the arcade.    
 
Reckless (adj.)   
Definition:  not caring or worrying about danger or about the bad results of someone’s behavior     
Context:  Georgie’s reckless driving caused an accident that left her friend paralyzed.   
 
Responsibility (n.)   
Definition:  a duty to be in charge of or take care of something or someone, so that a person makes 
decisions and can be blamed if something bad happens       
Context:  Because Hector’s parents trust him, they have given him more responsibility, which includes 
babysitting his younger siblings on Tuesday nights.   
 
Risk-taking (adj.)   
Definition:  behaving in such a way that involves the possibility of something bad or dangerous 
happening in order to achieve something     
Context:  Rita replaced her risk-taking behavior of smoking with a gum-chewing habit. 
       
Spectator responsibility (n.)   
Definition:  someone’s obligation or duty to respond in a helpful, positive manner when he or she 
observes wrongful behavior or a dangerous/emergency situation     
Context:  Quinton fulfilled his spectator responsibility by telling school officials about the knife fight he 
witnessed. 
 
 
 

 
Source:  Longman Advanced American Dictionary.  Harlow:  Pearson Education Limited.  2000.  
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Activity: Egg-stra Responsibilities 
 

Objectives: 

Students will be able to 
 Discuss the characteristics of a responsible person 
 Identify specific responsibilities required to take care of themselves 
 Discover the responsibilities required to take care of others 
 Conclude that being responsible involves taking care of oneself as well as others  

 

Materials: 

 Pens, pencils, markers  
 Paper  
 Hard-boiled eggs 
 Egg-stra Responsibilities worksheet 

 

Procedure: 

Note:  For this activity, each student will need his or her own hard-boiled egg.   

1. Begin this activity with a discussion about responsibility by asking the following questions: 
 

 When you think of a responsible person, what characteristics usually come to mind? 
 Based on these characteristics, how many of you would consider yourself to be responsible? 
 Imagine that your parents went out of town for a month, and you were responsible for taking care of 

yourself.  What kinds of things would you have to do? 
 Now imagine that you also had to take care of a 4-week-old puppy during that time.  How would your 

responsibilities change? 
 

2. Distribute the Egg-stra Responsibilities worksheet.  Explain to your students that for the next week, they will be 
responsible for a 4-week-old “puppy” by taking it everywhere they go.  Students may not leave their puppies 
unattended.  During the week, students will record in a journal their experiences with their puppies using the 
format on the Egg-stra Responsibilities worksheet.  You should also remind students to name their puppies. 

 

Note:  The “puppy” will be a hard-boiled egg.  Explain to students that for homework, they will bring in a hard-
boiled egg.  They may either decorate their eggs at home, or you may provide time in class for decorating.  
Remind your students that only the sides of the egg may be decorated.  The bottom must be left plain so that you 
can write your initials on the egg.  (Your initials verify that this is the original egg.)  You will need to keep a list of 
students who brought in their puppies, and you may record their final evaluations at the end of the week on their 
Egg-stra Responsibilities worksheets. 

 

3. End the activity with the following discussion questions: 
 

 What was your experience like? 
 What additional responsibilities did you have to assume this week? 
 What new responsibilities surprised you? 
 Did any of you forget about your responsibility and neglect your eggs?  What happened? 
 How is being responsible for yourself like being responsible for others?  How is it different?   

 
 



 

4 

Egg-stra Responsibilities 
 

Name of Student: _________________________ Name of Puppy: _________________________ 
 
For the next week … you will be responsible for a 4-week-old “puppy.”  You may not leave your puppy unattended at any 
time.   
 
During the week … you will record in a journal your experiences by answering the following questions.  You may add 
additional anecdotes to your journal if you would like. 
 

 What responsibilities did you have to take on in order to care for your puppy?  Were these new responsibilities for 
you? 

 Was there a time when you could not take your puppy with you?  How did you handle that situation? 
 Was your puppy harmed in any way?  What happened?  Looking back, how would you have handled that 

situation differently? 
 What did you learn about responsibility today?  (Answer at the bottom of this page.) 
 On the last day, write two or three sentences giving advice to someone who will be responsible for a puppy one 

day.  (Answer at the bottom of this page.) 
 
At the end of the week … you will bring your puppy in for inspection.  You will begin with 100 points.  For each question 
answered with a “yes,” you lose points.  Your puppy will be inspected based on the following questions: 
 
Are there any scratches on your puppy? Yes (deduct 25 points) ________ No ________ 

Does your puppy have minor cracks? Yes (deduct 25 points) ________ No ________ 

Does your puppy have severe cracks? Yes (deduct 25 points) ________ No ________ 

Did you lose your puppy? Yes (deduct 25 points) ________ No ________ 

   

 Total Score: __________________ 

 
 
List at least three things you learned about responsibility. 

1.  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Write at least two pieces of advice to future puppy owners.   

1.  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


