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Discussion	  Questions	  
 The video opens describing various challenges: neighborhoods filled with crime, 

drugs and poverty; family cultures that expect little from women; physical disabilities. 
What challenges can you describe that you face in your life?  
 

 What does the title of the program “Against All Odds” mean to you?  
 

 What were the three words that the psychologist in the video used to describe what 
people believe about challenges in their lives, which often leads to depression and 
hopelessness (clue: each begins with the letter “p”.) 
 

Activity:	  
The	  Three	  Not	  so	  Little	  P’s 
 
PROJECT AND PURPOSE 
Students will explore the definitions of permanent, pervasive and personal and explore 
how those concepts relate to overcoming challenges. 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
1. Ask your students to define the words permanent, pervasive and personal, with both 
dictionary definitions and instances in which those words relate to challenges people 
face.   

2. Take a moment to help students review a story from their childhood, The Three Little 
Pigs. In this famous nursery tale, the title characters being sent out into the world by 
their mother, to "seek their fortune". The first little pig builds a house of straw, but a wolf 
blows it down and eats him. The second pig builds a house of sticks, which the wolf also 
blows down before eating the pig. The third pig builds a house of bricks. The wolf fails to 
blow down the house. He then attempts to trick the pig out of the house by asking to 
meet him at various places, but is outwitted each time. Finally, the wolf resolves to come 
down the chimney, the pig catches the wolf in a pot boiling water, slams the lid on, and 
cooks and eats him. In another version the first and second little pigs run to their 



 
 

brother's house and after the wolf goes down the chimney he runs away and never goes 
back to eat the three little pigs, who all survive. 

3. As a writing exercise, ask that students create their own short story version of The 
Three Little Pigs, elaborating on the challenges each faced and incorporating the words 
pervasive, permanent and personal into their narrative.  


