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Disconnect 
Video Title: Disconnect, part 5 

 Lesson Title: Supports for Success 
  Grade Level: High School 

Discussion Questions: After watching the video... 
Discuss in pairs, in small groups, or as a class: 

1. What are your ideas for helping schools make sure that all students have the feeling of belonging
within the school? Why do you think it is important for all students to find something that makes
them want to come to school?

2. Describe why you think some students drop out of school. What solutions would you suggest that
would support students who are considering dropping out and encourage them to stay in school?

3. Neil Shorthouse says, “The child needs to feel like…’this is a place where I make a difference’”. Think
about a student in your school who you believe makes a positive difference. What does that student
do and why is it important?

4. What opportunities do you see for yourself that completing high school makes possible? What action
steps do you need to take to help ensure you stay connected and complete school? Why will your
actions be effective?

Students will develop plans for the characters from the video 
series to help students experience college and career success. 

What are the experiences that keep students engaged in 
school? 
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Materials 
• Paper and writing utensils or devices with note taking software 
• In a remote environment, meeting software will need to have “breakout room” and “raise hand” or 

similar functions enabled allowing for small group discussions 
 

Procedure 
1. Ask student the following reflection questions:  

 
What are some of the reasons why the main characters in each of video segments became 
disconnected from school?  
 
Who are the people that help support you as you complete school? What do these people do?  
 

2. Based on your knowledge of student, split students into groups of 2, 3 or 4.  
 

3. Assign each group one of the main characters from the series segments 2, 3, or 4: Danielle, Karina, 
Gina, or Dwayne. Students will consider support systems for the character their group is assigned.  

 
4. Groups will assume the roles of a support team for their student made up of an advisory teacher, 

school counselor and assistant principal (it is not necessary to assign group members specific roles). 
Groups should develop several questions to ask their student that would help uncover what types of 
experiences or activities the student needs to become more engaged in school. Next, groups will 
develop a plan for how to provide the experiences their student needs to stay engaged. Groups 
should also assess how these activities will provide college/career readiness preparation.  

 
5. Once groups have competed their plans, have each group share their plans for students. Ask probing 

questions focused on quality of experiences and specifically how experiences support college and/or 
career readiness.  
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Conclusion 
Debriefing Questions 

• What are the activities and experiences you feel are important to helping students remain engaged 
in school? Why do you think so? 

• What do you think are the common keys to success for the students in the video series? Why do 
you say so? 
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